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Fire Protection Agreements
The RM of Lumsden has fire protection agreements with Lumsden, Regina Beach, City of Regina and Cra­
ven. As per these agreements, the fire departments will bill the municipality for the fire calls responded to
in their jurisdiction. The municipality in turn will bill the property owner where the fire occurred or started.
There have been fire fighting fees ranging from $500 to $10,000 plus in the municipality. Please ensure you
have adequate fire fighting insurance. Any unpaid invoices for fire protection services as of December
31"are transferred to the property owners' taxes.

Controlled Burns:
Did you know that an individual could be held responsible for the cost of a fire department responding to a
false alarm?

If you are planning a controlled burn, please call 310-5000 in advance to avoid a false alarm.
The RM Council warns all residents of the high cost of burning. An out-of-control grass fire can cost a proper­
ty owner several thousands of dollars, just for fire fighting. Please review your fire insurance policy, especial­
ly our deductible, to ensure that it meets your particular requirements.

Extra caution must be taken by all residents to ensure that fires are controlled and supervised at all times.

Commandeered Emergency Equipment:
The municipality has compiled a list of Commandeered Equipment! Resources, which is equip­
ment that would be made available to the RM in the event of an emergency. Water tankers,
dozers, and other equipment may be needed for fire fighting, flood, or other such disasters.
Commandeered equipment utilized in the case of an emergency is insured through the munici­
pality. The owner will be reimbursed at rates established by Council.

If you have equipment, water supply (ie dugout), or anything that you believe may be valuable in cas­
es of emergency, and are willing to make this available for use by the municipality, please contact
the RM Office or your Councilor. We appreciate your assistance.



Municipal Office Staffing Change

Our municipal administration is shared with the Town of Lumsden, under a Joint Administra­
tion Agreement signed in 1997. The last 14 years has seen much downloading of responsibilities
from the province, significant municipal development growth and asset, facility and infrastructure
renewal, as well as increase in accounting requirements (tangible capital assets). Streamlining ser­
vices were and continue to be important. Although, staff in both administration and public works
departments have grown over the past 14 years, there are continuing comments from employees
regarding added pressures and the need to increase staff to handle those increases. This is a result of
provincial and federal downloading, more documentation required, development growth and public
demand for increased service levels.

Administrator, Wayne Zerff retired at the end of June this year, after 14 years of service with
the Town of Lumsden and R.M. of Lumsden No. 189. As encouraged by municipal organizations, both
Councils recently passed resolutions changing the Title of Administrator to Chief Administrative
Officer (CAO). Currently the municipalities are advertising for candidates for the CAO position. The
hope is to have the CAO position filled by January 1st, 2012. With the hiring of the CAO, there will
then be two Assistant Administrators (Darcie Cooper & Krystal Brewer), 3 full time Office Services
Clerks (Joan Agopsowicz, Brenda Boos, Marla lillejord) and the Manager of Public Works (Don Bar­
nett).

2011 Spring Flooding

The Spring of 2011 didn't come with severe amounts of spring showers, however, many resi­
dents within the RM of Lumsden had their hands full dealing with the spring thaw. There were a few
residents displaced for a period of time while the water levels were at their peak, however property
damage was minimal. Several residents built berms in order to protect their property and utilized the
flood prevention program offered by the Province.

The high water table that we were left with from the excess moisture last year caused a great
many frost boils to show up on the roads. These frost boils caused a great deal of inconvenience to
residents and costs to the municipality to remedy. There were many culvert washouts, road closures,
erosion problems and pavement failures. There were as many as 19 roads closed in the RM due to
flood events.

The Emergency Measures Operation Centre was activated and the Emergency Measures Or­
ganization met periodically to monitor the flooding situation. Council declared a state of emergency
and declared the municipality a disaster area. The declaration of a disaster area allowed the municipali­
ty and residents to make claims under the Provincial Disaster Assistance Program (POAP). POAP offers
assistance to home owners and municipalities when insurance companies will not. The municipality
incurred an estimated $250,000 in damage from the flood and is waiting to hear from a POAP assessor
to assess the damages.



Cash-In-Lieu Reserve Policy

The purpose of the policy is to guide Council in the consideration of applications from ratepayers, resi­
dents, clubs or associations to access funds from the "Cash-In-Lieu Reserve". The funds in the reserve are
intended to assist in the creation of public recreational areas on public or municipal reserves in the munici·
pality.

The reserve has grown from subdivision applications where the developer has chosen to make a payment
of cash in order to meet the requirements of Planning & Development Act, 2007. Council has in these in­
stances also agreed as to the cash payment amount.

Applications shall be eligible for the funding of 30% of the total project cost, not including in-kind costs, to
a maximum of $3,000.00 per project.

Applications shall be limited to one (1) per year from each ratepayer, resident, club or association.
"Ratepayers, residents, clubs or associations" refer to persons or entities within the R.M. of Lumsden No.
189 or on the Assessment or Tax Roll. Preference shall be given to projects that meet accessibility stand­
ards.

Eligible applications shall include the following uses on lands designated as municipal or public reserve,
where it is clear that the expenditure shall benefit the public as a whole:
* A public park or buffer strip, a natural area,
* A public recreation area including playground equipment,
* School purposes, a public building or facility,
* A building or facility used and owned by a charitable corporation as defined by The Non-profit Cor­

porations Act,
* Public agricultural or horticultural uses,
* Any other specific or general use that the Minister may provide by regulation.



F.or more information on the Weed Management Strategy Area, Contact Councillor Tom Harrison at 731-2041

Canada ThistleScentless Chamomile

293(2)(e) Assessment Exemption
The Municipalities Act provides for an assessment exemption for land owned or leased in the munici­
pality, or an adjoining municipality, which is to be applied against a dwelling assessment occupied by
the owner or lessee.

Under clause 293(2)(e) of this Act, the assessment on a dwelling that is situated outside of an orga­
nized hamlet and is occupied by an owner or a lessee of land may be reduced as follows:
If the taxable land assessment, owned or leased, has a property class of either A "Agricultural" or
N "Grazing Land", and the land is located in the municipality or in any adjoining municipality, The
total of the eligible taxable land assessment may not exceed the taxable assessment on the dwell­
ing.

It is the responsibility of the property owners to check their tax notice to ensure that the 293(2)(e) ex­
emption is correct. Should you notice an error or require additional clarification, please contact the Mu­
nicipaloffice.

As well it is the responsibility of the property owner to annually complete and submit to the Municipal
office a statutory declaration for eligible leased land or land owned in an adjacent municipality.

Weed Control Act
At the end of 2010, the Province passed new legislation called the Weed Control Act ,2010 to
replace the Noxious Weeds Act, 1984. Changes made in the new legislation are intended to
refocus enforcement efforts from everyday weeds to new and emerging problems. This is
because little impact can be made on most widely established weeds in Saskatchewan, but it
is possible to prevent the introduction and spread of new weeds into and through the prov­
ince. The largest change in the new Act is the placement of weeds into three categories: Pro­
hibited, Noxious and Nuisance. This categorization allows the enforcement effort to vary with
the weed's relative importance.

In the fall of 2010, the RM of Lumsden Council spearheaded an initiative to develop a weed
management strategy area. This would include the cooperation of many neighboring munici­
palities in developing the area. A student was hired for 6 weeks this summer to GPS some
weed infested areas. It is the intention of the group to identify weed infestation areas, devel­
op management strategies, implement chemical, biological and cultural control practices,
develop a communication strategy to increase participation from private landowners and to
investigate government programs to supplement funding.



now Removal Policy
The Rural Municipal Council and Manager of Public Works in conjunction with authorized snowplow clubs
will undertake the removal of snow utilizing the Municipal graders and/or snow plows from designated
roads in the following priority: 1. Grid roads, 2. School bus roads 3. Farm access and residential roads.

The Municipality does NOT provide snow removal on private property.
In order to maintain access to individual properties throughout the Municipality, it is critical for every rate­
payer to either privately, or in conjunction with an authorized snow plow club, provide for their own snow
removal.

Authorized Municipal Snow Plow Clubs:
One or more persons may apply by completing a Municipal Snow Plow Club Application. Insurance requires
that the application include a list of members, operators and a road map detailing roads for snow removal.
Applications must be submitted annually by November 30'h Each year a base Municipal grant of $30 per
mile will be paid to the Authorized Snow Plow Club. Council may increase this grant when excessive and/
or prolonged snow conditions occur. Each authorized Snow Plow Club is responsible for determining and
collecting individual membership fees. Individual members are required to pay their fees promptly to
ensure their snow removal needs are met.

Snow Removal on School Bus Routes:
Authorized Snow Plow Clubs will greatly enhance snow removal on school bus routes. The school bus driv­
er will determine whether or not the normal bus route is safe to travel. If the bus cannot safely travel the
route, the parentIs) of the school child/children affected may be required to meet the school bus at an
alternate location determined by the school bus driver.

Snow Removal in Severe Weather Conditions:
During severe weather, or temperatures below -30 degrees Celsius, the Manager of Public Works, in con­
sultation with Council will determine whether or not municipal equipment will be used for snow removal.

Council would like to remind you, when you are removing snow from your property, please do not pile it
in the municipal road allowances as it causes snow blockages on the road.



Building &Development

Lumsden and area is rapidly becom ing a popular place
to not only live, but to do business. Before commencing
any principal or accessory use development, including a
public utility use, every developer shall:
(1) complete a development permit application form and submit the required documents and

fees to the municipal office, and
(2) receive a development permit and building permit for the proposed development, unless the

proposed development or use is exempt from development permit requirements.

Exemptions: The following developments shall be exempt from the requirement to submit a
development application to the municipality:
• Farm buildings that are accessory to a principal agricultural operation (e.g., barns, granaries)

are exempt;
However, farm dwellings and dugouts on an agriculture site require the submission of a
development application.

Other developments that require permits:
Accessory Uses,
Official Temporary Uses,
Internal Building Alterations,
Fences (Solid fences shall meet the 150' setback from center of road)
Inspections or maintenance to linear public utilities,
Roads and Highways (Access roads or approaches require applications)

For more detailed information on development requirements please call the office or visit our
Website at www.lumsden.ca


